
Lesson 14: The Building Blocks of
Language
Inside the Toolbox: Why Is It Called SUFFIX? The Roots Go
Deeper.

Lesson at a Glance
Guiding Question Why is it called SUFFIX?

Known Handle A suffix is added after a base.

Spoken Break SUF | FIX

Proposed Investigation Break SUF + FIX

WORD ROOTS Clue Older trail: SUB → SUF before F; SUB = UNDER /
BELOW; older FIX-family idea = FASTEN / ATTACH

Core Discovery WORDS CAN CARRY HISTORY EVEN WHEN THE OLD
PART CHANGES SHAPE.

Purpose
Students reopen the established language toolbox, secure the modern classroom handle for SUFFIX, and then
investigate why the tool is called SUFFIX. The routine and classroom machinery remain familiar, but the
evidence does not behave as neatly as it did in Lesson 13. Students recover what they know about FIX, use
SUBMARINE and SUBZERO as evidence words, notice that SUB has changed to SUF before F, and use WORD
ROOTS to follow that historical trail. The lesson strengthens a larger investigative habit: find what we know,
notice the problem, choose another tool, and follow the evidence.

Teacher Background and Instructional Handle
Begin by making the modern suffix completely secure. Pull BASE and SUFFIX from the toolbox together, build
PLAY + FUL → PLAYFUL, and ask where the suffix went. Record the established handle: A SUFFIX IS ADDED
AFTER A BASE. This is not another suffix-family lesson; one quick, physical build is enough. The class should
know what the tool does before the historical evidence becomes strange.
Then shift the object of investigation from the tool’s job to the tool’s name. SUFFIX can be seen, said, clapped
as SUF | FIX, and provisionally broken as SUF + FIX. Unlike Lesson 13, FIX is now recovered knowledge:
children may remember its present-day meaning “repair” and the older trail FASTEN / ATTACH. The unsolved
piece is SUF.
SUBMARINE and SUBZERO enter as EVIDENCE WORDS. Say plainly that they are prefix words and are not
changing the target of the lesson. They help establish SUB = UNDER / BELOW. Returning immediately to SUF
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+ FIX exposes the problem: the target word says SUF, not SUB. That mismatch creates an authentic reason to
choose WORD ROOTS.
Historically, SUFFIX comes through Latin forms built from an assimilated form of SUB, meaning UNDER or
BELOW, and a form related to FIX, meaning FASTEN or ATTACH. Before the following F sound, SUB changed
shape to SUF. The older trail carries the idea FASTEN UNDER / FASTEN BELOW. Later, SUFFIX became the
grammatical name for an element attached at the end of a word or stem.
Keep the distinction exact. Do not teach SUF = AFTER. The modern classroom handle remains A SUFFIX IS
ADDED AFTER A BASE. Word history explains where the name came from, but it does not map as
transparently onto the modern handle as PREFIX did. That asymmetry is the lesson’s intellectual work: words
can carry history even when an older part has changed shape.

Objectives
● Reopen and use the six established tools in the language toolbox.
● Re-establish the handle A SUFFIX IS ADDED AFTER A BASE through one familiar word build.
● Distinguish the spoken break SUF | FIX from the proposed investigation break SUF + FIX.
● Recover the older FIX clue FASTEN / ATTACH from Lesson 13.
● Use SUBMARINE and SUBZERO as evidence for SUB = UNDER / BELOW.
● Use WORD ROOTS to understand that older SUB changed shape to SUF before F.
● Explain how the historical trail differs from the modern job of a suffix.
● State the larger discovery that words can carry history even when an old part changes shape.

Materials
● Toolbox or display labeled OUR LANGUAGE TOOLBOX
● Tool cards: SYLLABLES, COMPOUND WORDS, BASE, PREFIX, SUFFIX, WORD ROOTS
● Cards for PLAY, FUL, SUF, FIX, SUB, MARINE, and ZERO
● Word cards: SUFFIX, SUBMARINE, SUBZERO
● Magnet, clip, Velcro, or tape for physically attaching word parts

Participation Handle: Children may name and place tools, clap, point, move cards, build PLAYFUL, recover a
clue from Lesson 13, investigate evidence words, notice the SUB/SUF mismatch, explain a historical clue,
disagree with or build on an idea, and rebuild SUFFIX. Preserve the investigation rather than requiring one
participation format.
Keep three board areas visible: OUR LANGUAGE TOOLBOX on the left, the changing WORKBENCH in the
center, and growing EVIDENCE on the right. Add a small heading, EVIDENCE WORDS, above SUBMARINE and
SUBZERO so their role stays clear. Build the contents with the class; do not preload the answers.
Move the words through one visible representation at a time on the WORKBENCH: PLAY + FUL → PLAYFUL;
SUFFIX → SUF | FIX → SUFFIX → SUF + FIX → SUFFIX. Erase or rebuild between stages rather than displaying all
versions simultaneously. The changing workbench should show the class using familiar tools for different
purposes and restoring the whole word after each investigation.
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Teaching Sequence
1. Open the Toolbox
Open the toolbox and place the tools on the table in the same stable order used in Lesson 13: SYLLABLES →
COMPOUND WORDS → BASE → PREFIX → SUFFIX → WORD ROOTS. Let children name, place, point to, or briefly
demonstrate what each tool helps them do. Keep the rhythm quick: spoken beats; whole words joined;
something to build on; before the base; after the base; meaning and word history. This is an inventory, not six
miniature reviews.

2. Secure the Modern Suffix
Pull BASE and SUFFIX from the toolbox together. Put PLAY on the workbench, then physically attach FUL after
it: PLAY + FUL → PLAYFUL. Read the word together and ask, “Where did the suffix go?” Establish and record
the answer: A SUFFIX IS ADDED AFTER A BASE.
Teacher move: Keep this build fast. Say, “We know what a suffix is, and we know where it goes. Now we
have a problem with the word SUFFIX itself.”

3. Put SUFFIX on the Workbench
Remove SUFFIX from the toolbox and place the whole word on the workbench. Ask: “We know what a suffix
does. But why is the tool called SUFFIX?” Do not answer yet.

4. Use the Familiar Routine
1. SEE IT: Display SUFFIX.
2. SAY IT: Read the whole word naturally.
3. CLAP IT: Use the syllable tool to hear SUF | FIX.
4. BREAK IT: Invite a student to propose SUF + FIX as a break worth investigating. Do not yet label it as
historically meaningful.
5. FIND WHAT WE KNOW: Ask what each part may contribute.
Teacher move: Note briefly that the two breaks land in the same place but answer different questions. CLAP
IT gives spoken structure; BREAK IT opens a meaning and history investigation.

5. Recover What We Know About FIX
Point to FIX and invite children to recover the evidence from the PREFIX investigation. Preserve both layers:
FIX can mean “repair” in English today, and WORD ROOTS revealed an older trail meaning FASTEN / ATTACH.
Record or restore both clues in the EVIDENCE area.
Return to SUF + FIX and ask, “If FIX is no longer our problem, what is?” Circle or point to SUF. Ask, “What do
we know about SUF?” Let the uncertainty remain visible.

6. Introduce the Evidence Words
Place SUBMARINE and SUBZERO under the heading EVIDENCE WORDS. Say: “Wait a minute. We are
investigating SUFFIX, and these words have prefixes. Did I grab the wrong tools?” Let children react. Then
clarify: “No. We are not practicing suffixes with these words. We are looking for evidence. Can a prefix give us
a clue about the history of the word SUFFIX?”
Break SUBMARINE as SUB + MARINE and ask what SUB contributes. Use the familiar image of a submarine
traveling under the water. Then break SUBZERO as SUB + ZERO and ask what the word means: below zero.
Record the shared evidence:
SUB = UNDER / BELOW
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Return immediately to SUF + FIX. Ask: “But our word does not say SUB. It says SUF. What happened?” Do not
smooth over the mismatch. It is the reason to choose another tool.

7. Use WORD ROOTS
Pull WORD ROOTS from the toolbox. Explain: “When we follow the history of this word backward, we find an
older SUB trail and an older word-family idea related to FIX. Before the F sound, SUB changed shape. SUB
became SUF.” Label the board display OLDER TRAIL and show the clues without presenting them as a
modern word-building equation:
OLDER TRAIL
SUB → SUF before F
SUB = UNDER / BELOW

older FIX-family idea = FASTEN / ATTACH

SUFFIX
State the discovery in child-facing language: “The word part changed shape.” Add the historical evidence
beneath the earlier clues rather than replacing them:
Older idea: FASTEN UNDER / BELOW

8. Bridge the History to the Modern Tool
Say: “The history of the word SUFFIX carries the older idea of something fastened underneath. The word
traveled and changed. Today, in our language toolbox, a suffix is the part we add after a base.” Point back to
PLAY + FUL → PLAYFUL and the established classroom handle.
Make explicit: “We are not saying SUF means AFTER. Our modern suffix goes after a base. The history of the
name takes us to an older SUB trail and an older FIX-family idea, and SUB changed shape to SUF before F.”

9. Rebuild and Return
Return to the whole word SUFFIX. Rebuild it, read it together, and have students write SUFFIX or complete a
brief response such as “The history of SUFFIX shows that ______.” Ask what they knew before, what problem
they noticed, which tool they chose, and what the investigation added. Then return SUFFIX and WORD ROOTS
to the toolbox.
FIND WHAT WE KNOW.
NOTICE THE PROBLEM.
CHOOSE ANOTHER TOOL.
FOLLOW THE EVIDENCE.
WORDS CAN CARRY HISTORY EVEN WHEN THE OLD PART CHANGES SHAPE.

Quick Formative Check
● Build PLAY + FUL and show where the suffix goes.
● Say SUFFIX and clap SUF | FIX.
● Show the proposed investigation pieces SUF + FIX.
● Tell what the class already knew about FIX.
● Use SUBMARINE or SUBZERO to explain SUB = UNDER / BELOW.
● Explain what happened to SUB before F.
● State why SUF should not be taught as meaning AFTER.
● Explain the difference between the older word-history trail and the modern job of a suffix.
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Teacher Notes
● Keep the toolbox inventory quick and physical; do not reteach six definitions.
● Secure the modern suffix before introducing the historical complication.
● Use only one quick suffix build. PLAY + FUL → PLAYFUL is an anchor, not a new suffix-family lesson.
● Label SUBMARINE and SUBZERO as EVIDENCE WORDS and say clearly that they are prefix words being used

as clues.
● Preserve both FIX clues: present-day “repair” and older FASTEN / ATTACH.
● Do not teach SUF = AFTER. Do not force UNDER / BELOW to become AFTER by drawing the suffix underneath

the base or claiming the two positions mean the same thing.
● Do not imply that SUBMARINE and SUBZERO are examples of suffixes.
● Keep the history child-sized. Children need the visible trail SUB → SUF before F, not Latin terminology or a

technical account of assimilation.
● Let the mismatch create the need for WORD ROOTS. Do not announce the historical answer before the class

encounters the problem.
● The lesson is successful when students can distinguish what a suffix does today from what the history of the

name reveals.

Student Packet Direction
The packet should support and extend the live toolbox and workbench investigation. It may include a quick
PLAY + FUL build, a place to mark SUF | FIX and SUF + FIX, an EVIDENCE WORDS comparison for SUBMARINE
and SUBZERO, a simple SUB → SUF trail, and a short written explanation. It should not reveal the historical
change before the class has noticed the mismatch or replace the shared work of moving pieces, testing clues,
and choosing WORD ROOTS together.

Sources / Teacher Accuracy
● American Heritage Dictionary, “suffix”: traces the word through Latin suffigere, “to fasten underneath,”

from sub- plus figere, “to fasten.”
● Online Etymology Dictionary, “sub-” and “suffix”: identifies suf- as the assimilated form of sub- before

F and traces suffix through the same Latin history.

Lesson Stop Point
Students should leave knowing that a suffix is added after a base; that FIX carries the older idea FASTEN /
ATTACH; that SUB can contribute UNDER / BELOW; and that, in the history of SUFFIX, SUB changed shape to
SUF before F. They should be able to say that the historical trail helps explain the name without claiming SUF
means AFTER. They do not need to memorize Latin terminology.
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